THE FOOL'S DISCIPLES 

Laugh your head off at the unbelievably foolish antics of Paramartha 
and his disciples / but you # ll find, surprisingly, that you are always on 
their side. Their kindly, simple ways have had a fan following since 
the 17th century, when the tales were concocted by an Italian priest 
who settled in Madurai. In this Tamil work, the author hits upon a 
happy combination of sound advice and rollicking humour. 
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TALES OF SENSE AND NONSENSE 
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ONE PAY, AS HE MS 

walh/hs alohs the roap- 


BLESS US, 

o mahatma 


MAV SOP’S 
GRACE 
WITH HOU, 


/ 
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Kong lcngagc, m * ~wllage tN sou th 

, * POOR AGEP SIMPLETON. HE CALLEP HIMSELF 

MARTHA. HE WAS 60GP“HATUREP AHP HARM LESS, 


> 


V ■ 

V 




YOU BLESSEP us 

just once though 

WE ARE FIVE. MAY 
l ASH FOR WHOM 
THE BLESSING 
WAS ? 
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FOR /VIE, 
OF COURSE J 




3UT I TOUCHEP 
HIS FEET 
FIRST! 


v. 
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I WAS 

THE ONE. YOU/? 
HANP WAS RIGHT 
ABOVE MV 
HEAP. 
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AH, T HERE j WHAT 
PIP I TELL ‘YOU ? 


WHO SAYS SO ? 

I AM THE GREATER 


0 HOLY ONE, 
YOU TELL US. 

who p/p you 

REALLY 


WAIT. ALL 
MEN PRE FOOLISH. 
THEREFORE I HAVE 
BLESSEP ALL 
OF YOU. 



/ SUCH \ 

GREAT WORPS 
CAN COME ONLY 
FROM A 6 REA T 
K MAN. y 


0 MAHATMA, NEVER 
HAVE WE HEARP 


SUCH WORPS OF 
^ WlSPOM, 



' WE W/LL > 
FOLLOW YOU ANP 
LISTEN TO HOUR 
WORPS OF 
Y WISPOM. y 


nT 
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THUS , OVERNIGHT, PARAMARTHA, THE SIMPLETON, BECAME 
GURU PARA MARTHA. HE NAMEP HIS FIVE FCOUSH P/SC/PLES, 
MAPPt, MADHAYA, M/LECHA, MOOPHA AND PEPPA, ANP 
SINCE ALL GURUS ANP THE/R P/SC/PLES LIVE IN ASHRAMS } fa 
THE SIX OF THEM BU/LT ONE ANP STARTEP L/V/NG IN /T. I— f? 


ANP ALL 

LIVING THINGS 
MOVE, 


ONE PAY, THE GURU ANP H/S P/SC/PLES SET 
OUT FOR A TEMPLE IN A NEIGHBOURING 
VILLAGE. ON THE WAY— I— . 


0 LEARNEP GURU 
WHAT IS LIFE P 


r/W i t>S SO 

/ SIMPLE. 
LIFE IS WHAT 
ALL LIVING 

> THINGS 
-V HAVE. 


- 1 OH, GREAT \ 

GURU, you EXPLAIN 
THE MOST PIFFICULT 
THINGS IN THE A 
MOST SIMPLE M 
•v. WAV J 


Y NOW, LOOK 
AT THIS TREE. 
ITS LEAVES MOVE 
ITS A LIVING 
L THING . 


FORTUNATE TO BE 
YOUR PISCIPLES. 
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WE MUST CROSS IT 
OUIH WHEN IT'S . 


WOULP IT 
ANGRV IP WE 






I’LL PROP IT 
WITH /W 


LATER /V THE EVENING, THE GURU ANP V IS THIS RIVER 

P/SC/PLES HAP TO CROSS A RIVER. A LIVING 

THING ? 


OF COURSE, CAN'T 
W SEE IT 
MOVING P 
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WHILE GURU PARAMARTHA ANP HIS 
P/SCIPLES WERE WA/T/N6 FOR THE 
RIVER TO FALL ASLEEP, A MAW 
R/PJHG A HORSE CAME ALONG . 


HEVf you THERE j 
PON’T CROSS THE 
, RIVER NOW t 
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NOW IS the time to 

CROSS IT. ONE CRN 
NEVER TELL WHEN 

it mah WAKE UP A 

K AGAIN! 


LOOK f THAT AAAN IS CROSSING 

- ^__jrwE riv er j 

THEN theriver JjjP// S 

MUST HAVE GONE VA L 


LET ; S NOT 1 

TAKE RN<i 
CHANCES. I’LL 

FINP OUT IP IT 
IS REALLY I 


IT f S SAFEJ 
COME ON. LEVS 
v CROSS IT. d 


•I POLLOIV 
siv A1E. 


SSSW»*. NOT\ 
A SOUNP*.. i 
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LPTER, ON THE OPPOSITE BANK— 


maphpvb startep counting . 



AT LAST f MAPHAHA 
SEE IF ALL OF US 
L ARE HERE. A 


ONE 

GURU 


••• POUR 
AMLECHA 


*'* TWO 
MOOPHA 


HE* | ONE OF US 
V IS /MISSING? 


«*»FiVE 

MAPPI» 
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ALAS* My PEAR 
BOVS! THE RlVER 
HAS TAKEN ITS 

TOLL. WE HAVE 
LOST HIM, HE 

won’t come y 

SACK. W 


IT CAN’T 
BE) LET ME 
V COUNT. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

LIKE CO UN TEP 

c\£^yC'\E E\CEP~ HfMSELP* I 




HOU ARE LUCK*/, 

My FRlENPS. I AM 
A MAGICIAN. I CAN 
BRING BACK WUR 
FRlENP. BUT WHAT 
WILL </OU give M 
V IN RETURN P 
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Ml 


MOO 

MOOPHA 


\ 


1 


i AM 0 


/ 




VOL/ HAVE BROUGHT 
SACK OUR FRlENPt 
PLEASE ACCEPT 
THIS WITH OUR / 
THANKS. 


LIFE WOLILP 
, SE EASy 
IF I MET 
SUCH FOOLS 
EVERy PAV * 




7>VE GURU AMP HfS Pi SO PL ES RESUME? 

their journey, towarps noc 

~ rv ■- 


HOW MUCH MORE 
PO IVE HAVE TO 
WALK ? WE ARE ‘ 
^ TIREP. ^ 


WE STILL HAVE 
A L0N6 WAH 


y\ 




^ y 


V 


V 


r eop t > 

P-P-PflRP/MARTHfl, 


NOW LET’S ~ 

BE ON OUR WAV 
BEFORE THE SUN 
v COMES UP. / 
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SO A IMP 
ASK THEM 
PRICE. 


w WE WANT TO BWi ONE 
THOSE HORSES ’ 


1 


I 






* • * • 


/ WILL HOU SELL US ONE ? 
1 WE HAVE FIVE SOLP 




P 


CO/NS W/TH US., 

HORSES’ 
EGGS? THESE 

Ta^VJi r MEN MUST 

BE MAP. 

WELL- 


;v 


Ml 








THESE ESSS ARE 
SPECIAL. THEH 
ARE NOT POR 
SALE. 








WON 


) 


<*OU SELL 
JUST ONE? IT 
FOR OUR 
GURU. 


i, 




» 

i 


f FOR The GURU, pi? 
Lyou SA</ ? ALL right. 
Ll SHALL LET HOU 

Behave one. 
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WE’VE got the 

EGG. BUT WHO WILL 
HATCH IT? 


fACV OME THE LAZH 
PISCIPLES HAP H/S OWN 



J 


i have no time, i’m 

ALWAYS BUSY WITH 
PREPARATIONS FOR 

K THE POOJA. 

) 




CW 


>r< 




I ANP ■ 

mappi HAVE the 

GARPEN ANP THE 
GRCCERH TO 
ATTENP TO. 


I AM BUSH' 
THE WHOLE 
VAi COOKING 
FOR ALL OF 


C. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




IT WAS A SEAL PIECE OF 
\ LUCK THAT WE SAW / 
\ THOSE ES3S. y> 


IT'S ALL SOP’S WORK 
HE KNEW HOW MUCH 
. IL0M6EP FOR > 
A HORSE. sy 
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WHERE HAS IT GONE ? WE MUST 
FINP IT. WE’LL SO THIS my, 

yea so that my. quick i 






0 GURU, PLEASE PON’T 
BE CROSS W/TH US. 



T7- 
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,IAR CHITRA KATHA 


can you imagine 

WHAT woulp HAPPEN 

IF | HAP T c RIPS i 

THAT horse p 


HC'J WOULP BE 
HROWN 0 e F ANP 
SE* KiLLEP* . 


THANK HIM WITH 
ALL HOUR HEART 
v ANP SOUL. >j 


AMP THE A/VP M'S 

P/SC/RLES CONTINUEP 
THEIR JO URN EH, 


THE Pi SO RLE PAM TO 
* PONP NEAR By TO 
FETCH THE WATER. 


phew! 

I AM PyiN<3 

OP THIRST 


I'LL GET 
HOU SOME 
WATER. 
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IT MOVES 
IT>5 A WILP 
^ IT'S SHAKING 
ANGER!EES 


f 




_ 


«. * 


MOOPHA MAPPI 
MAPHAYA"* 
WHERE ARE 

h you P 






0 Vy 


»•% 


# 






what j s the 
matter? 

WHAT IS IT, 
NOW A 


AN ANGRty 
BEAST— THERE¬ 
IN THE PONP. 




*5 


ALL OR THEN! RUSHEP 
TO THE PONP, 


IT HAS 
CALMEP POWN, 
NOW. THANK 
GOP! 


V5t 


"V* 




IT IS 
FRIGHTENING! 
LOOK, IT'S GOT 
A TAIL, EARS, 
FOUR LEGS**' 


IT , S 

A HORSE, yOU 

FOOLS! 




rv 


RIGHT. IT'S 
A HORSE! 


Y • 


k * • 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



THE FOOL'S DISCIPLES 


IT'S ABSOLUTELY 
STILL NOW. 


ALL THE 
SAME WE CAN'T 
JUST 60 ANP 
GRAB IT. IT WILL 
KNOW WHAT WE 
ARE UP TOO . 


BUT WE PON’T 
HAVE A FISHING 
ROP. 


WE MUST THINK 
OF SOME OTHER 
PLAN T0*»« 

I HAVE ITf 
LET’S CATCH IT 
LIKE A FISH . 

./V 


■v 


WE COULP 
USE OUR GURU’S 
WALKING- STICK 
ANP 


# • » 


• Mj 


ANP MY 
TURBAN FOR 
A LINE J 




WE’LL 
MAKE 
ONE. 




/ 





MY | AREN’T WE CLEVER! 
WHAT WILL OUR GURU 
SAY WHEN HE HEARS 
ABOUT ALL THIS * 




m 




LET'S 

SURPRISE HIM 
WITH THE HORSE 
Pi HP THEN TELL 
HIM HOW WE 
CPUSHT IT. 


I .« 







































































































































amar chitrakatha 




WHEN THE STRANGE FISHING-TACKLE was REAPy— 


H! 

! NOT A 50UNP) 
NOW, 





SH ! I ’LL 


SAY “PULL ,f WHEN \ 
THE HORSE TAKES « 
THE BAIL ALL OF ! 


AS LUCK WOULP HAVE IT, THE ENP OF THE 
SICKLE GOT ENTANGLEP IN A BUNCH OF 
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THEY PULLEP SO HARP THAT THE 
SICKLE CAME LOOSE ANP— r=— 


WHAT ON 
EARTH ARE 
YOU UP TO ? 


THEY TOLP THE STRANGER ALL 
ABOUT THEIR*FISHING EXPEP/T/ON’\ 


YOU POOR FELLOWS! 
WHAT YOU SAW WAS 
ONLY A SHADOW 

V wait! Ya 


r LOOK 
INTO THE 
&CNP, 

. NOW, 




IT'S GONE! t he 
CLOTH MUST*HAVE 
v FRI6HTENEP IT. 


I HAVE NEVER 
SEEN SUCH 
SIMPLETONS 1 


V WHAT A SHAME! 

' WE WANTEP IT FOR 
OUR LEARNEP GURU. 

WE WANTEP TO 

V SURPRISE HIM 

WITH IT. > 



















































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


PARAMARTHA anp his p/sc/ples 

- WITH THE STRANGER'" i—-T7- 


E AN OLP HORSE T0 
YOU CAN COME 

ANP TAKE IT IP WU 

WANT. 

If OH, THANK HOU, 
(THANK YOU) SIR# l*LL 
\ FETCH OUR GURU 


WHAT A FINE, 
NOBLE ANIMAL* 
WILL WU HELP 
ME MOUNT 
^ HIM# 


HERE! HE’S 
ALL VOUR5. 


SOME 77/ME’ LATER 


THE TEMPLE } WE 
REACHES? THE 
\ TEMPLE! . 
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* /EW PAYS LATER, GURU PARAMARTHA 
A HP MS P/SC/PLES WERE P/SCUSS/HG 
A MATTER OP GREAT IMPORTANCE. 


WE HAVE 
HARPL^ ANY 
FUNP5 LEFT. 


y' PEOPLE HERE \ 

'are very miserly. ^ 

THE 4 / BRING US NEITHER 
GIFTS NOR MONEP.- 




WE CAN'T SIT HERE ANP 
WAIT FOR THEM TO COME 
ANP PONATE GIFTS. WE 
MUST GO TO 
THEM. 



SO NEXT MORNING f GURU PARAMARTHA 
ANP H/S P/SC/PLES SET OUT 
ON A PUNP-RA/S/NG TOUR. 





ON THE WAY, THE GURU’S TURBAN 
SUPPEP PROM H/S HEAP ANP 



WHAT ^ 

qa nuisance! 

ONE OF THEM 
IS SURE TO 
PICK IT UP. 






AFTER A LITTLE WHILE 




IT MUST se 
FAR BEHINP 
US NOW. 




PHEWjlT ; S HOT 
WHERE IS MY 

TURBAN? 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


POOLS? nPN*T Wli 

HAVE the sense 

to PCK IT U° p 



PORGIVE 

as } <suRu. i'll 

RUN SACK 
ANP PICK 


7>f£N <30. ANP IN 
FUTURE PICK UP 

anything that’s 

PRCPPEP ON THE 
WAY ANP GIVE 
IT TO ME. I 



GJRJ *\P 



* ATS? THEV HAp COVE REP SOME 
P/STANCE, THE GURU’S HORSE 
PRCPPEP SOME PUNG. 
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VOU ASKEP US TO PICK UP 
WHATEVER WAS PROPPEP 
ANP I OBEYEP YOU. 

/F WE PON'T PICK' 

UP WHAT IS PROP PEP; 

OUR GURU IS CROSS. IF 
WE PO, HE’S CROSS. I*M 
UTTERLY CONFUSEP. 

HOW ARE WE TO J *M v js 

serve himf^I*[/ 




GURU PARA MARTHA MAPE THE US? 
ANP GAVE /T TO H/S P/SC/PlES. 

SEE that YOU FOLLOW 
v IT STRICTLY. 30 BY 
THE RULE. ALWAYS. 










PON’T WORRY. YOU*LL LEARN BY 
EXPERIENCE ANP I AM ALWAYS 
THERE TO GUWE WU. 

PERHAPS IF YOU <SlVE US 
A LIST OF ALL THE THINGS 
WHICH HAVE TO BE PlCKEP 
UP, WE COULP SERVE 
YOU BETTER. 




PC N’T WORRY 
3URU. RULES ARE 
RULES ANP WE WILL 1 

never break 

THEM. 


r 6 


'S 


AS THE A WENT FURTHER ALONG THE ROUGH 
ROAP ; THE HORSE STUMBLEP. 


MAPPI, MCOPHA, PEPPA* 

HOLP ME f HOLP ME, 
SOMEONE* 


# # 




\ 


r H~; 
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s. 
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THE FOOL’S DISCIPLES 


WHAT AR£ tfOU/ 

GAPING AT? 

LIFT me out ! 

v quick * * y 


WU, OUR GURU, 
HAVE SET THEM, 
WILL GOP EVER 
FORGIVE US IF WE 
BREAK THEM P / 


I CAN. GIVE ME 
^ THAT LIST. > 


~ WE MUST 
NEVER REPEAT 
MISTAKES. LET'S 

CHECK THE LISP 
ANP SEE IF HIS 
v NAME IS IN IT, 


X 0 WHAT 
IS THE WAV 
OUT OF THIS 
CRISIS ? WHO 
. CAN HELP 
\ USP 


HERE TAKE 
THIS ANP PULL ME 
OUT FOR GOP 1 S 
K SAKE, y 


WITH GREAT PIPPICULTV 
GURU PA RAM AR THA SOMEHOW 
MANAGER TO APR H/S OWN 
NAME TO THE LIST, rPTf-T 


THROW AWAV 
THAT LIST ANP 
HELP ME OUT,, 


— 1 HOUR NAME 
IS NOT IN THE 
LIST, 0 GURU; A 


I f O PULL 
ME OUT. I AM 
n.' PVlNG, 


WAIT. LET ME SEE' 
TURBAN, SANPALS 
) STICK••• y 


' 0 GURU 
HOU ARE 
TRULH WISEl 


IT'S MARVELLOUS HOW HE 
FINPS A SOLUTION TO THE 
MOST PIFFICULT 
Sw PROBLEMS . _, 


ALWAYS AT 
HOUR SERVICE, 
. 0 GURU, , 


HOU CAN'T n 
MEAN IT J WE KNOW 
HOU ARE ONLV 
\ TESTING US. / 


BELOVER 
GURU, WE ARB 
SCRRH BUT 
s RULES ARE 
\ RULES./ 


NOW STOP 
APMIRING ME 
ANP PULL 
V ME OUT. y 
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AT LAST GURU PARAMARTHA WAS 
PULLER OUT CP THE PITCH ANP 
TAKEN BACK TO THE ASHRAM. 




:r 



that brahmana’s 

PREDICTION HEARS AGO*** 
THAT MH END WOULD £ 

brought about sh 

WATER"* 


) 





THE PISCIPLES OBETEP HIM ANP GAVE 
HIM NEITHER FOOP NOR WATER TILL 
ONE PAH HE COLLAPSEP. 


LEAVE ME ALONE, 
PEAR 30HS. I MUST 
WAIT FOR MH A 
'V END. y 


HE IS ONE 
WITH GOP 
v NOW. 


I THINK THE 
END HAS 
. COME . 


300-HO 0-H00J 
OUR GURU HAS 
LEFT US! 

WE ARE 
ORPHANS?* x 


t hush; friends! 1 -i 

THIS IS NOT THE TIME TO 
CRH, ARRANGEMENTS HAVE 
TO BE MADE FOR THE 
X LAST RITES, / 


■v /jl 



— # / 



#T 



V l] 


- 


p 

fe 

A 1 

/ ^ 

/ 

t £ 

1 1 

1 

1 

If 

/ 17*1 
^ 1 1 


^jP 


— J 

| 7 * 7 



IP* / 
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•••ANP PLACEP IT ON 
PHRS. THEN THEH BEGAN 
CHANT/NG HHMNS . 



AS THEIR VOICES GREW 
LOUPER ANP LOU PER — 








WmM 





IT ? S 
A GHOSTl 


A SPIRIT 
HAS POSSESSED 
HIS CORPSE! 







HE MOVES. 

HE IS NOT , A1 IA/ _ C _ _ 
DEADl >■/ ALVVAhS A i 

HOUR SERVICE, 
0 GURU. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



r IT'S > 

A MIRACLE j THE 
PEAP SAINT HAS 
v COME ALIVE, y 


HE IS TRULY 
A MAHATMA J 


SUCH MEN ARE BORN \ IJ 
ONLY ONCE IN MANY ) tfj 
GENERATIONS. V 


SLRU PARAMARTHA WPS TP HEN 3A CM TO THE 
ASHRAM WITH POMP ANP CEREMONY, i-<r 


long LIVE GURU PARAMARTHA* 
LONG LIVE THE MAHATMA \ 


| ANP GURU PARAMARTHA AMP 

j H/S LOYAL PfSC/PL ES L ‘)=^ 
«( IN PEACE ANP PROSPER 1 
I FOR A LONS TIME TO COME* 


JLy 



J I 

||j| 
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Start your 
collection 
now! 


Ra may ana 
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